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ABSTRACT 

On the assumption that students are more successful if their 
parents participate at school and encourage education and learning at home, 
the Los Angeles Metropolitan Project granted funds to 29 Los Angeles schools 
for the Parents as Learning Partners (PLP) Project. This initiative focuses 
on three primary areas in which parents and teachers can work together to 
support children's academic progress: (1) communication; (2) parenting; and 

(3) learning at home. Schools receive PLP funding to initiate parent training 
workshops and professional development to increase parent involvement as well 
as install voicemail systems to increase and improve the communication 
between parents and teachers, especially with regard to issues surrounding 
homework and academics. The PLP initiative proved to have an impact on third 
graders' student behavior, homework, and performance; on communication 
patterns of their parents and teachers; and on the children's interactions 
with their parents concerning learning in the home. Overall, the evaluation 
results indicated positive changes in teachers and parents of third graders 
in the PLP schools, with a higher acceptance of their joint responsibility 
for children in getting a good education. There was less decline in parent 
involvement and support in PLP schools than in non- PLP schools as the 
children moved from second to third grade. There was higher reading 
achievement in PLP schools than in comparison schools. Links between specific 
PLP activities, positive changes in parents and teachers, and student 
performance were not clear. Information on the evaluation design and 
comparison group methodology are appended. (Contains 29 references.) (KB) 
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ABSTRACT 



As a society, we strongly believe that it is beneficial for parents to be involved 
in their children's education. Increasing amounts of research also support the value 
of parent involvement and its impact on student achievement. As Epstein and 
Dauber (1993) state, children are more successful students at all grade levels if their 
parents participate at school and encourage education and learning at home. Clark 
(1993) also finds positive associations between parent involvement, especially 
parental attitudes toward homework, and students' mathematics and literacy skills. 
In addition, Ames, et al. (1995) state that children's motivation, attitudes toward 
parent involvement, and perceptions of their parents' level of involvement are more 
positive when their parents receive frequent communications from the teacher. 
Therefore, a key element through which parental involvement impacts student 
achievement is two-way communication between parents and teachers whereby 
they share common expectations and responsibility for the child's learning. As a 
base, the parent must support the learning of the child in the home and the teacher 
must provide high expectations and support for learning at school. (Epstein, 1995; 
Chavkin, 1993 ; Ames, et al, 1995;). 

The Los Angeles Metropolitan Project in an effort to have schools work more 
collaboratively with parents surrounding academic issues granted funds to 29 
schools in Los Angeles County under the program known as Parents as Learning 
Partners (PLP). The PLP initiative focuses on three primary areas in which parents 
and teachers can work together to support children's academic progress: 
communication, parenting, and learning at home. Schools are receiving PLP funding 
to initiate parent training/workshops and professional development to increase 
parent involvement as well as install voicemail systems to increase and improve the 
communication between parent and teachers, particularly surrounding homework 
and academics. This paper describes the PLP initiative and its impact on third 
graders student behavior, homework, and performance; on communication patterns 
of their parents and teachers; and on the child's interactions with their parents 
surrounding learning in the home. 
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Parents and Teachers Working Together to Support Third Grade Achievement: 
Parents as Learning Partners (PLP) Findings 

Denise D. Quigley 
Introduction 

As a society, we strongly believe that it is beneficial for parents to be 
involved in their children's education. Increasing amounts of research also 
support the value of parent involvement and its impact on student achievement. 

As Epstein and Dauber (1993) state, children are more successful students at all 
grade levels if their parents participate at school and encourage education and 
learning at home. Clark (1993) also finds positive associations between parent 
involvement, especially parental attitudes toward homework, and students' 
mathematics and literacy skills. In addition, Ames, et al. (1995) state that 
children's motivation, attitudes toward parent involvement, and perceptions of 
their parents' level of involvement are more positive when their parents receive 
frequent communications from the teacher. Therefore, a key element through 
which parental involvement impacts student achievement is two-way 
communication between parents and teachers whereby they share common 
expectations and responsibility for the child's learning. As a base, the parent 
must support the learning of the child in the home and the teacher must provide 
high expectations and support for learning at school. (Epstein, 1995; Chavkin, 
1993 ; Ames, et al, 1995;). 

Background 

Walter H. Annenberg announced his plan to give $500 million to our 
nation's public schools in December 1993 1 ; this was the largest gift ever of its 
kind. With these funds, the Annenberg Foundation hoped to enhance the 
capacities of public education systems throughout the country and ultimately 
enable students to leave public schools with high intellectual, moral and social 
abilities. Seven metropolitan areas accepted the Annenberg Challenge and 
received grants to improve urban education 2 . These include Chicago, Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, New York City, San Francisco Bay area, Boston, and 
Detroit. 

In general, the Annenberg Foundation challenged these urban 
communities to develop high-quality schools by: 

• Setting high academic expectations for all students 

• Assessing student learning and using this information to improve 
learning 

• Creating School Families, a collection of schools in a feeder pattern 
from elementary, middle, to high school, where students are well known 



1 Annenberg Challenge News, Summer 1996. Providence, RI: Brown University. 

2 The Annenberg Foundation also supports a similar effort focuesed on rural public education. 
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